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Level of education highest in Uusimaa in 2016
Corrected on 7 November 2017.The two corrections are indicated in red.

By the end of 2016, altogether 3,287,272 persons, or 71 per cent of the population aged 15 or over had
completed a post-comprehensive level qualification. The share of persons with qualifications remained
unchanged from the previous year. The population with the highest education lived in Uusimaa, where
37 per cent of the population had completed a tertiary level qualification.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 2.11.2017
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Population with tertiary level qualifications by region in 2016, per
cent (Correctec on 7 November 2017)

In addition to Uusimaa, the population with the highest education in 2016 lived in Pirkanmaa, where 31
per cent of the population had completed a tertiary level qualification and in Varsinais-Suomi, where the
share of those with a tertiary level qualification in the population was 30 per cent. In Mainland Finland
the share of those with tertiary level qualifications was lowest in Kainuu, where 24 per cent of the population
had completed a qualification., 23 per cent of the population had completed a tertiary level qualification
in Åland. Women were more highly educated than men in all regions. More detailed information about
the regional distribution of educational level can be found in the database tables.

In 2016, there were 115,071 persons aged 20 to 29 with only basic level education, making up 17 per cent
of the age group. Among men, 19 per cent of the age group had only basic level education and 15 per cent
among women. The share of those with only basic level education was at its lowest at the beginning of
the 2000s when it was 16 per cent. The number of persons aged 20 to 29 with only basic level education
was highest in Uusimaa, where 21 per cent of the age group had no post-comprehensive level qualification.
The share of persons with only basic level education was lowest in South Ostrobothnia, where 12 per cent
of those aged 20 to 29 had no post-comprehensive level qualification.
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Educational attainment of second level immigrants with foreign background by age 2016

Tertiary educationUpper secondary
/Post-secondary non
tertiary education

Population with
educational
qualifications

Basic education or
less

TotalAge

%%%%%
8,11 06332,54 26440,65 32759,47 808100,013 135Total

..8,35138,351391,75 685100,06 19815-19

2,69767,32 54969,92 64630,11 141100,03 78720-24

25,620048,738174,358125,7201100,078225-34

43,57036,05879,512820,533100,016135-44

39,46348,17787,514012,520100,016045-54

34,116844,221878,338621,7107100,049355-64

31,433433,835965,269334,8370100,01 06365-74

26,713122,210948,924051,1251100,049175-

Second generation immigrants with foreign background, i.e. those born in Finland, are mainly young
people. In all, 76 per cent of second generation immigrants with foreign background belonged to the age
group 15 to 24, whose studies were only beginning. Altogether 70 per cent of second generation immigrants
with foreign background aged 20 to 24 had completed a qualification, which is 13 percentage points lower
than the share of those with qualifications among the population in the same age group. Among second
generation immigrants with foreign background, those aged 35 to 45 had the highest education, as 44 per
cent of them had completed a tertiary level qualification.

Starting from the statistical reference year 2016, Statistics Finland reports education data using the new
Finnish Standard Classification of Education, which corresponds to the International Standard Classification
of Education ISCED 2011. The database tables of the statistics on the educational structure of the population
have been changed in line with the new Standard Classification of Education.

3



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Population with educational qualification by level of education, field of education and gender
2016.............................................................................................................................................................................5

4



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Population with educational qualification by level of education, field of education
and gender 2016

Level of educationField of education
Gender Doctoral

or
equivalent
level

Master’s
or
equivalent
level

Bachelor’s
or
equivalent
level

Short-cycle
tertiary
education

Tertiary
level
total

Post-secondary
non-tertiary
education

Upper
secondary
education

Total

44 042416 084500 520441 7581 402 40432 1991 852 6693 287 272TotalTotal
19 385232 607281 100271 636804 72814 820883 1941 702 742Women

------311 346311 346TotalGeneric
programmes
and
qualifications ------150 672150 672

Women

2 16244 69339 76811 04997 6725091 79299 973TotalEducation

1 46535 55130 2009 99677 2129766177 970Women

5 22371 18942 0706 570125 05275657 643183 451TotalArts and
humanities 2 70653 25630 8104 19190 96338032 791124 134Women

5 05049 49114 7993 76173 101-49773 598TotalSocial sciences,
journalism and
information 2 72233 0869 5722 25247 632-37648 008

Women

2 70365 61087 176191 822347 31113 767173 786534 864TotalBusiness,
administration
and law 1 10834 78058 938138 504233 3305 114123 915362 359

Women

8 48232 0667 418-47 966442 50350 513TotalNatural
sciences,
mathematics
and statistics 3 37617 7674 055-25 198221 18226 402

Women

2 14621 54138 45014 63876 77546636 653113 894TotalInformation and
Communication
Technologies
(ICT) 3794 2917 4355 70917 814715 23623 121

Women

7 28167 143119 11776 634270 1755 182620 413895 770TotalEngineering,
manufacturing
and
construction 1 68914 47317 7725 63539 5691 031105 461146 061

Women

1 34411 07113 55914 24340 21770395 448136 368TotalAgriculture,
forestry,
fisheries and
veterinary 6845 5635 2603 40714 91420731 99747 118

Women

9 24242 286108 77797 491257 7962 467219 351479 614TotalHealth and
welfare 5 08730 39197 27190 046222 7952 261194 579419 635Women

2429 68428 40525 17863 5098 305331 377403 191TotalServices

952 71019 23611 69533 7365 637235 448274 821Women

1671 3109813722 830-1 8604 690TotalUnknown

747395512011 565-8762 441Women
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