
Human resources of science and technology in
2006

Proportion of highly educated population highest in the Region of Uusimaa
Twenty-seven per cent of the country’s population aged 16 to 74 held a tertiary level educational qualification
in 2005. The share of highly educated population had increased by two percentage points since 2000, and was
the highest in the Region of Uusimaa at 35 per cent. The Region of Kainuu had the lowest share of 21 per cent.
Thirty-five per cent of the highly education population lived in Uusimaa, nine per cent in both Varsinais-Suomi
and Pirkanmaa and approximately seven per cent in North Ostrobothnia. The share had increased most since
2000 in the Regions of Pirkanmaa and North Ostrobothnia and diminished most in the Regions of Lapland,
Kainuu, Pohjois-Savo and Etelä-Savo.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 19.12.2007
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Share of highly educated population of total population by region in 2005

In 2005, the proportion of highly educated employees of all employed labour force increased slightly from the
previous year, when it was 36 per cent. As a proportion of all employed persons, 5.4 per cent of them were
unemployed.

The share of highly educated employees was the highest, or 18 per cent, in human health activities. One-third
of those with a doctorate level degree were employed by universities and approximately 16 per cent by human
health activities. Around 29 per cent of those with a higher level university degree worked in the field of
education. The largest shares of holders of other tertiary degrees were employed by human health activities
(21%), trade (13%) and business services (11%).
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Highly educated employees by economic activity and completed degree in 2005
Total 
%

Other tertiary
degrees 
%

Higher-degree
level 
%

Doctorate level
degree 
%

Share of
employees, 
%

1,92.40.80.318.0Agriculture, forestry and fishery
0,10.10.10.018.2Mining and quarrying
1,21.40.70.318.9Food, textiles
4,14.33.82.327.5Wood products, pulp, paper product
5,76.34.42.528.1Metals, machinery and equipmen
2,62.13.82.559.3Computers, telecommunication equipment
0,81.00.40.220.7Other manufacturing
0,80.90.60.242.0Electricity, gas and water supply
2,93.80.70.216.8Construction

10,713.25.01.725.4Trade
3,13.91.40.417.6Transport, communications
1,21.30.90.251.6Telecommunications
3,23.43.00.961.0Financial and insurance intermediatio
3,02.83.81.362.2Computer and related activities

10,410.610.44.639.5Business services
1,00.41.88.071.9Public sector research institutes
0,30.10.41.769.7Other research activities
2,70.74.932.974.7Universities
0,70.31.54.184.2Other higher education

10,76.422.37.071.4Other education
18,320.911.915.844.2Human health activities

8,47.810.18.157.9Public administration
4,94.55.93.534.6Other economic activities
1,21.21.31.321.9Activity unknown/missing

100,0100.0100.0100.036.3Economic activities, total
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Tables

1. Tertiary degrees by the field of science in 1991-2006
Year of completing the degreeField of scienceTertiary level

200620001995
of which
women

Totalof which
women

Totalof which
women

Total

26 6174223722 8233722524 82141794Total of tertiary degrees
6601 4115181142288786TotalDoctorate
1152949924562179Natural sciences
572862915213114Engineering and technology

201316201330114221Medical and health sciences
29581743822Agricultural sciences

18131511123457168Social sciences
77142611383482Humanities

233489352746339809TotalLicentiate
461177117765153Natural sciences
271043414541165Engineering and technology

81021271823Medical and health sciences
36491019Agricultural

108175164269120278Social sciences
41775811985171Humanities

8 479141357 148124046 14911270TotalHigher-degree
level 7371 5207001 3775161 071Natural sciences

5712 3344412 0093931 770Engineering and technology
1 2641 7481 1031 6611 0641 657Medical and health sciences

156274101219100223Agricultural sciences
3 9815 8793 1924 9802 7394 728Social sciences
1 7702 3801 6112 1581 3371 821Humanities

17 2452620214 8052293318 04528929Undefined field of scienceOther tertiary
degrees
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2. Population with tertiary level education in 2000 and 2005
YearField of scienceTertiary level

20052000
of which
women

Totalof which
women

Total

595 1191 063 631527 502959363Total of tertiary degrees
7 04719 4094 37514 111TotalDoctorate
1 3574 2508683 167Natural sciences

4092 7092051 813Engineering and technology
2 7095 9831 7954 671Medical and health sciences

262687183512Agricultural sciences
1 4543 7157912 449Social sciences

8562 0655331 499Humanities
3 4998 9762 9518 466TotalLicentiate

6281 7215831 745Natural sciences
3972 3523372 203Engineering and technology
206261175226Medical and health sciences

7819286202Agricultural sciences
1 3972 9621 0862 675Social sciences

7931 4886841 415Humanities
142 312271 017111 838223751TotalHigher-degree

level 13 74528 30410 98423 067Natural sciences
8 00845 9376 04338 267Engineering and technology

19 26429 60316 49326 358Medical and health sciences
3 8558 3713 3277 784Agricultural sciences

63 036111 92847 33089 882Social sciences
34 40446 87427 66138 393Humanities

442 261764 229408 338713035Undefined field of scienceOther tertiary
degrees

3. Population with tertiary level education by the principal activity in 2005
Not in labour
force

UnemployedEmployedIn labour
force

Total

185 61447 642830 375878 0171 063 631Total of tertiary degrees
2 90038816 12116 50919 409TotalDoctorate

6831183 4493 5674 250Natural sciences
283272 3992 4262 709Engineering and technology
887505 0465 0965 983Medical and health sciences
12420543563687Agricultural sciences
514963 1053 2013 715Social sciences
409771 5791 6562 065Humanities

1 6822937 0017 2948 976TotalLicentiate
350641 3071 3711 721Natural sciences
301631 9882 0512 352Engineering and technology

433215218261Medical and health sciences
528132140192Agricultural sciences

534772 3512 4282 962Social sciences
402781 0081 0861 488Humanities

38 1799 271223 567232 838271 017TotalHigher-degree
level 4 3731 27422 65723 93128 304Natural sciences

5 3981 39639 14340 53945 937Engineering and technology
3 86528125 45725 73829 603Medical and health sciences
1 5243576 4906 8478 371Agricultural sciences

13 9183 53794 47398 010111 928Social sciences
9 1012 42635 34737 77346 874Humanities

142 85337 690583 686621 376764 229Undefined field of scienceOther tertiary
degrees
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4. Employed population with tertiary level education by industry in 2005
Tertiiary levelIndustry

Other tertiary degreesHigher-degree levelLicentiateDoctorateTotal
of which
women

Totalof which
women

Totalof
which
women

Totalof which
women

Totalof which
women

Total

338 523583 686117 623223 5672 73270016 00616121464 884830375Total
5 67314 1846861 784133218456 39016 045Agriculture, forestry

and fishing
16865652195.514221860Mining and quarrying

4 6658 0798181 54651622425 5109 683Manufactureof food
products, textiles

10 71425 1193 8858 5318720912032714 80634 186Manufactureof wood
products, pulp, paper
products

8 67636 8132 1039 896302655330810 86247 282Manufacture of metals,
metal products,
machinery and
equipment

3 92612 3742 3008 49945268383196 30921 460Manufacture of
computers,
communication
equipment

2 1365 9893099008233152 4566 927Manufacturing n.e.c.
1 6405 3033161 3233287251 9666 679Electricity, gas and

water supply
3 25622 4333691 5724354143 63324 054Construction

41 86376 8645 39011 206621609123547 40688 465Trade
10 45522 9081 2423 0691553103211 72226 062Transport,

communications
3 5067 5526922 0145344134 2079 613Telecommunications

14 59919 9132 5536 71425118127917 18926 824Financial intermediation
5 59016 4302 1768 52825144191557 81025 257Computer and related

activities
28 66761 7768 97023 27014753816653137 95086 115Business services

1 4562 5711 8773 9261574605561 3844 0468 341Research institutes in
publis sector

5708085141 0003296942861 2102 190Other research
activities

3 2204 2806 19510 90058014722 1636 13012 15822 782Universities
1 1221 8322 1843 3922354662334873 7746 177Other higher education

24 54837 22036 15049 87951496529365761 50588 721Other eduction
111 302121 70418 50726 5892763931 4663 262131 551151948Health and social work
28 40145 62711 22922 6123137853891 08440 33270 108Public administration
17 64726 2957 26613 28011035814246225 16540 395Other industries

4 7236 9561 8402 94241781022256 70610 201Unknown industry
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Figures
1. Doctorate and licentiate degrees in 1991–2006

2. Persons with tertiary degrees as a proportion of the population aged 16 to 74 in 2001–2005
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3. Persons with doctorate degree, median ages by the field of science in 1991–2006

4. Unemployment rates of persons with doctorate level and higher-degree level tertiary education by
the field of science in 2005
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5. Doctorate level degrees and the proportion of women 1995–2006

6. Persons with doctorate level and higher-degree level tertiary education as a percentage by the field
of science in 2005
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