
Structure of Earnings 2012

Wage and salary earners' average earnings considerably
higher in Uusimaa than in other regions
According to Statistics Finland’s Structure of Earnings statistics, the average monthly earnings
of full-time wage and salary earners in the last quarter of 2012 were EUR 3,206 and the median
earnings were EUR 2,853. Of the regions, average earnings were highest in Uusimaa, EUR
3,560. The regions with the lowest earnings were Etelä-Savo (EUR 2,815) and Kainuu (EUR
2,832). Besides earnings for regular working hours, the earnings also include all bonuses and
benefits in kind but not one-off pay items, such as performance-based bonuses.

Average for total earnings of full-time wage and salary earners in
2012

Average earnings in Uusimaa are boosted by the clearly higher earnings level in the highest earned income
decile than in the rest of the country. The highest earning decile earned in Uusimaa EUR 5,505 or more.
Correspondingly, the highest earning decile in Pirkanmaa earned at least EUR 4,520 and in Etelä-Savo
EUR 3,872 in 2012.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 8.4.2014
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The differences between regions are considerably smaller between the lowest earning decile (1st decile).
In Uusimaa, a full-time wage or salary earner belonged to the first decile if he or she earned EUR 2,104
or less. In Pirkanmaa, the corresponding figure was EUR 2,008 and in Etelä-Savo EUR 1,942.

As a result of the bigger dispersion of wages and salaries, pay differentials are larger in Uusimaa than in
other regions. The highest earning decile in Uusimaa earned 2.6 times or more than that earned by the
lowest earning decile. The corresponding pay differential varied in other regions from 2.3 (Pirkanmaa) to
2.0 (Etelä-Savo). Detailed region-specific earnings data and dispersions can be found in Appendix table
1.

1st decile and 9th decile of full-time wage and salary earners by
region in 2012, euros per month

The differences between regions in average earnings and dispersion of earnings are partly caused by
differences in the structures of wage and salary earners. For example, more managers, professionals and
associate professionals are working in Uusimaa than in the rest of the country. In these occupational groups,
the earnings level is, on average, higher than in other occupational groups.

The data in the release derive from Statistics Finland's Structure of Earnings statistics. Monthly earnings
for total hours worked are only calculated for full-time wage and salary earners. The earnings data released
in the statistics are total earnings. Apart from earnings for regular working hours, total earnings also include
pay for any possible overtime and working hour supplements, premium pays, supplements for location
and adverse working conditions, supplements based on duties, professional skill and years of service,
performance-based pay components, compensation for standby and on-call work and benefits in kind, but
not one-off pay items, such as performance-based bonuses.
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Nominal median earnings of full-time wage and salary
earners have risen by 50 per cent in the 2000s
According to Statistics Finland's Structure of Earnings statistics, the median of total earnings of full-time
wage and salary earners was EUR 2,853 in 2012. The corresponding median earnings in 2000 were EUR
1,904. Nominal median earnings have thus risen by 50 per cent over the 2000s. In real terms, that is, when
account is taken of the risen price level, median earnings rose by 21 per cent over the corresponding period.
One-half of full-time wage and salary earners earn more than median earnings and one half less.

Figure 1. 1st decile, median and 9th decile of total earnings of
full-time wage and salary earners in 2000 to 2012

The highest earning decile of full-time wage and salary earners earned at least EUR 4,756 in 2012. This
is 53 per cent more than in 2000. The lowest earning decile earned EUR 2,027 or less in 2012, which is
48 per cent more than in 2000.

Because the earnings of the highest decile have grown faster than those of the lowest decile, the difference
in earnings has grown between the upper and lower end of the pay distribution over the 2000s. The highest
earning decile in 2012 earned at least 2.35 times more than that earned by the lowest earning decile. The
corresponding figure in 2000 was 2.28.

Although real wages and salaries have increased in all decile categories from 2000 to 2012, the growth
has taken place over the period 2000 to 2008. When the change in real wages and salaries is examined
between 2009 to 2012, it can be seen that real wages and salaries have fallen slightly in the lowest income
deciles and risen by a couple of tenths of a per cent in the highest income deciles.

Changes in decile andmedian earnings are caused by the growth in the earnings of wage and salary earners
and by a structural change which makes jobs disappear and creates them.
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Table 1. Percentage change of nominal and real earnings by decile in 2000 to 2012 and 2009 and
2012

Real change
2009–2012

Nominal change
2009–2012

Real change
2000–2012

Nominal change
2000–2012

EUR per month, year
2012

-0,57,119,448,22 0271st decile

-0,57,119,448,22 2502nd decile

-0,17,620,549,62 4443rd decile

-0,17,620,349,32 6324th decile

0,27,920,749,92 8535th decile (median)

0,27,921,150,33 1146th decile

0,68,421,751,03 4537th decile

0,58,221,851,23 9208th decile

0,27,923,152,74 7569th decile
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Average monthly earnings and dispersion of earnings of full-time wage and
salary earners in 2012 by region

Total earnings, EUR / monthRegion

9th decileMedian1st decileMeanNumber

5 5052 1043 1323 560500 945Uusimaa

4 4291 9912 7343 038109 490Varsinais-Suomi

4 2151 9882 7202 97456 212Satakunta

4 1962 0022 7442 98441 327Kanta-Häme

4 5202 0082 8243 116132 515Pirkanmaa

4 1831 9742 6912 95547 939Päijät-Häme

4 3072 0182 7763 03644 066Kymenlaakso

4 2701 9952 7743 03233 578South Karelia

3 8721 9422 5782 81533 710Etelä-Savo

4 2851 9762 7262 99557 343Pohjois-Savo

3 9611 9732 6272 85636 671North Karelia

4 3672 0062 7673 05264 514Central Finland

4 0001 9402 6212 86744 415South Ostrobothnia

4 4862 0552 8263 10643 353Ostrobothnia

4 1441 9642 6712 90214 683Central Ostrobothnia

4 4002 0152 7873 06795 637North Ostrobothnia

3 9081 9812 6062 83216 112Kainuu

4 2491 9852 7442 98941 002Lapland

4 3082 1882 8903 1242 106Åland

4 7462 2153 2023 383325Unknown

4 7562 0272 8533 2061 415 942Total
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