
Vocational training 2016

Number of new students in vocational training 125,600 in
2016
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, a total of 125,600 new students attended
education leading to a vocational qualification in 2016. Of the new students, 47,100 studied in
curriculum-based education aimed at young people leading to an initial vocational qualification,
38,600 in preparatory initial vocational education for a skills examination, and 39,900 in further
vocational education (further and specialist vocational qualifications). There were three per cent
more new students than in the previous year.

New students in vocational education by field of education (Finnish
Standard Classification of Education) and gender in 2016

Twenty-seven per cent of the new students studied in the field of engineering, manufacturing and
construction, twenty-one per cent in the field of services, and twenty per cent in the field of business and
administration. The shares of men and women among the new students were almost equal. The fluctuation
in the shares of men and women viewed by fields of education was, however, large. In the field of health
and welfare, the share of women was 83 per cent and in the field of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) it was ten per cent.

In the calendar year 2016, a total of 327,700 persons were studying in vocational education leading to a
qualification.
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There were 161,100 students in curriculum-based basic vocational education provided by educational
institutions in 2016. Since 2013, data on the number of students in education for young people have been
available both for the calendar year and for the autumn cross-sectional point on 20 September. On 20
September 2016, there were 120,400 students in education for young people. There were three per cent
less of them than in the previous year.

There were 115,800 students in preparatory education for a skills examination provided by educational
institutions. There were six per cent more students than in the year before. Of the students, 67,800 studied
in preparatory initial vocational education for a skills examination, and 48,000 in further vocational
education.

There were 50,800 students in apprenticeship training. The number of students was three per cent more
than in the year before. Of the students, 700 studied in curriculum-based education aimed at young people
leading to an initial vocational qualification, 17,300 in preparatory initial vocational education for a skills
examination, and 32,800 in further vocational education.

Qualifications from vocational education 2010–2016

Altogether, 74,700 students completed a vocational qualification in 2016. Curriculum-based basic vocational
education qualifications numbered 36,000, examinations in preparatory initial vocational education for a
skills examination totalled 18,700, and qualifications in further vocational education amounted to 20,000.
The number of attainers of vocational qualifications was almost the same as in the previous year. Fifty-four
per cent of them were women. Almost half, 46 per cent, of those who attained qualifications studied in
the field of engineering, manufacturing and construction, or in business and administration. Seventeen
per cent of the qualifiers were apprenticeship students.

2



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. New students in vocational education by type of education 2016.................................................4

Appendix table 2. Students in vocational education by type of education 2016.........................................................4

Appendix table 3. Qualifications from vocational education by type of education 2016...........................................4

3



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. New students in vocational education by type of education 2016

WomenTotalWomenApprenticeship
training

WomenEducational institution
-based education

64 066125 63612 52621 69651 540103 940Types of vocational education total
21 41347 12314035621 27346 767Curriculum-based basic vocational education

21 45338 5973 7816 75817 67231 839
Preparatory initial vocational education for a
skills examination

14 91229 0674 5757 94310 33721 124
Preparatory education for further vocational
qualifications

6 28810 8494 0306 6392 2584 210
Preparatory education for a specialist
vocational qualification

Appendix table 2. Students in vocational education by type of education 2016

WomenTotalWomenApprenticeship
training

WomenEducational institution
-based education

165 298327 73428 45150 788136 847276 946Types of vocational education total

72 589161 79525464772 335161 148
Curriculum-based basic vocational
education

48 77985 1189 56217 30339 21767 815
Preparatory initial vocational education for
a skills examination

29 65955 5389 02316 42720 63639 111
Preparatory education for further vocational
qualifications

14 27125 2839 61216 4114 6598 872
Preparatory education for a specialist
vocational qualification

Appendix table 3. Qualifications from vocational education by type of education 2016

WomenTotalWomenApprenticeship
training

WomenEducational institution
-based education

40 06174 7007 49713 03532 56461 665Types of vocational education total
16 97935 9946416916 91535 825Curriculum-based basic vocational education

11 32118 6862 5434 3388 77814 348
Preparatory initial vocational education for a
skills examination

8 18313 7392 3484 1955 8359 544
Preparatory education for further vocational
qualifications

3 5786 2812 5424 3331 0361 948
Preparatory education for a specialist
vocational qualification
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