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User instructions for Px-Web StatFin statistical databases 
ï 1. User interface of statistical databases  
ï 2. Location of Px-Web statistical database services  
ï 3. How to find the StatFin service  
ï 3.1. Selection from home page of statistics  
ï 3.2. Selection from the statistical databases page  
ï 4. Using the Px-Web statistical database services  
ï 4.1. Compiling a table  
ï 4.2. Editing a table  
ï 4.3. Exporting a file to another program  
ï 5. Downloading an entire PC-Axis file  
ï 6. Figures - statistical graphics  
ï 7. Logging in to charged database services  
ï 8. Limitations in the browser view  
 

1. User interface of statistical databases 
Statistics Finlandôs statistical databases have been built with a Px-Web user interface. You can compile tables in the 
PX-Web service by selecting categories from the variable-specific drop-down menus. The service will then produce 
a table with the selected categories into your browser. 
 
All you need to use the service is an Internet browser. The service works with all standard browsers. 
 
The order of the variables in a table can be freely altered on the lines or in the columns. The table can also be 
converted to various other file formats for further processing. If you want to handle tables that are too large to be 
opened in the browser, you can export them to your workstation in various file formats. 
 
For exporting large tables and for processing them on your own workstation, we recommend the original PC-Axis 
format and the PC-Axis program that can be downloaded free from our website. 
 
N.B.! Recommended operating systems for installation are Windows 98, NT, 2000 or XP. Newer operating systems 
may require administrative rights. 
Back to top  
 

2. Location of Px-Web statistical database services 
You can find both free and charged statistical Px-Web databases on the Statistical databases page, which you can 
access by clicking the Statistical databases link on the left side of the home page of Statistics Finland (Figure 1) 
 
ï Free StatFin service is accessed by clicking the "To the service" link, which opens a list of databases by topic. 
ï Charged Px-Web services are mainly accessed via the "Login" link of each charged database. 

 
The use of the charged statistical databases is subject to an agreement and to access them you need a username 
and password, which are supplied together with the order confirmation. 
 
For details about logging in to charged statistical database services, see section 7, 
"Logging in to charged database services." 
 

http://tilastokeskus.fi/tup/pcaxis/index_en.html
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Figure 1. Statistical databases page 
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3. How to find the StatFin service 
You can access the free StatFin service from the home page of Statistics Finland in two ways: via the Statistical 
databases link as explained above, or via the home page of individual statistics. 
 

3.1 Selection from home page of statistics 
Clicking the "Statistics by topic" or the "Statistics by alphabet" link on the home page of Statistics Finland opens 
a list of statistics by topic/alphabet, from which you can choose the statistics you want (Figure 2) and then compile a 
table from the tables of your chosen statistics. 
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Figure 2. Home page of Statistics Finland 

 
 

You can access the StatFin statistical database tables of each set of statistics from its home page by selecting: 
Tables / Tables in databases (Figures 3 and 4). 
 

The example below (Figure 3) shows a selection made via the home page of the Labour Force Survey. 
On the home page of Statistics Finland, select:  
Statistics / Statistics by topic / Labour Market / Labour Force Survey 
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Figure 3. Statistics home page 

 
 
The "Tables" link to the left of the home page of a set of statistics opens the "Tables" page of the statistics, which 
contains links to both appendix tables of releases and to tables in statistical databases (Figure 4). 
Please note that the link path (breadcrumb trail) to the top left of the page shows your selections (topic/statistics) 

and you can always use them to return to previous displays. 
 
Figure 4. Statistics homepage, tables view 
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Selecting "Tables in databases" opens a list of tables with general outlines of their contents. 
Back to top  

 

3.2. Selection from the statistical databases page 
Clicking the "Statistical databases" link to the left of the home page (Figure 5) opens the front page of statistical 
database services. Clicking the "To the service" link for the StatFin service (see previous section, Figure 1) opens up 
a display of subject areas. In the Px-Web service, you can select a table from the directory tree by topic / statistics. 
The table you have selected always also contains the related descriptions or links to them. 
 
Figure 5. Selection from statistical databases 

 
 
Tables can be searched in the service via topics and statistics or also by using text search, when the service lists all 
tables that contain the search word. The variable or variables you have used as search words are highlighted in the 
table retrieved via the text search. 
 
The text search box is at the bottom of the directory tree view (Figure 6). 
In the following example, a table is selected from statistics on families under the topic of Population                  
(Figures 6 and 7). 
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Figure 6. Selection of subject area 

 
 
Figure 7. Selection of statistics under the topic of Population 

 
 
Once you have selected the desired set of statistics, a list of tables is displayed (Figure 8). The list shows the 
variables in each table and the numbers of values for each variable. 
It also shows when each table was last updated. 
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Figure 8. List of tables for a set of statistics 

 
 
Clicking on "Select part of table" under the table heading opens the variable selection page. 
Alternatively, you can click on "Download entire table in PC-Axis fileformat" if you wish to work on entire database 
tables without size restriction. 
For further details on how to download an entire table, see Section 5: òDownloading an entire PC-Axis fileò 
 
Back to top  
 

4. Using the Px-Web database services 
4.1. Compiling a table 
The following example (Figure 9) explains the functions of the variable selection page. 
 
Figure 9. Variable selection page 
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You will find instructions and metadata for the table / statistics behind the links under the table heading 
ï Contact details of the producer of the table can be found under "Information details". 
ï Clicking "Footnotes" opens a page with a description of the table and links to other documentation related to the 

same statistics, such as definitions of used concepts and quality descriptions available on the web. 
ï Clicking on the ñMarking tipsò link opens more detailed instructions, such as Windows standard keyboard 

combinations for improved efficiency of mouse use. 
 Selection lists 
ï Select the area division (regional classification) from the "Area" drop-down menu. 
ï Select the variable class / classes from the list for each variable. The variables for which at least one  selection 

must be made (no default value) are marked with a red bullet   

ï You can select all classes or cancel your selections from the list by clicking on buttons  
ï The width of the text on the list can be adjusted with the arrow button:  . 
ï The search function located below each selection list can be used to limit the selection by e.g. writing in the field 

the desired classification level or the beginning of the name of the variable the selection should start from. 
In the following example (Figure 10), the area division (classification) has first been changed to Regions 2011 and 
the other variables for the table have then been selected from the lists by "painting" with the mouse. 
 
Figure 10. Selection to a table 

 
 
Table size and export formats 
ï The size limit for the selection is given underneath the variable lists as rows and columns. 
ï The numbers of rows and columns of your current selection are shown under it. 
ï You can choose to show the table on the screen (default). 
ï If you want to include in the table more rows or columns than can be shown on your browser screen you can     
 choose the file format you want from the drop-down menu. You can choose from a wide range of export formats. 
ï Note that the maximum number of columns in Excel is 256. 
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When you have completed your selections, click on ñContinueò. 
Back to top  
 

4.2. Editing a table 
You can access metadata for the table from the shortcut buttons on the right hand side. They will open the 
footnotes, information and specification of the table. There is also a shortcut button for sorting the table in the 

desired order  (Figure 11). 
 
Figure 11. Table view in browser 

 
 
The functions of the ñEdit and calculateò menu are explained next. However, beginners should preferably only 
use the click-on buttons, as using the additional functions of the drop-down menus requires some experience. 
 
You can use the ñEdit and calculateò menu to e.g. 
ï   Change the order of the row and column variables 
ï   Delete rows coded with zero, dash or dots 
ï   Sum up or delete variables 
ï   Alter decimal points 
ï   Edit text 
ï   Perform subtraction, multiplication, division or percentage calculations 
ï   "Pivot manually" function allows you to choose freely the variables for rows and columns. 
 
You can select the export file format from the ñSave asó menu. The most frequently used formats have their own 
shortcut keys marked XLS, PX and CSV. 
 
N.B.! There are also shortcut keys for pivoting the table, removal of zero rows and summing of variable values, but if 
you are exporting a table to Excel, you should use the saving alternative of "Excel file from screen" to prevent the 
zero rows from reappearing in Excel. Please also note that the maximum number of columns in Excel is 256. 
From the ñGraphs and mapsò menu you can view the table as an instant graph, or as a map if the data allow it. 
 
Back to top  
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4.3. Exporting a file to another program 
In the following example (Figures 12 and 13) Excel (XLS button) has been selected as the export format. 
 
Figure 12. Exporting a file to Excel 

 
 
With the right mouse button you can select to either open the file or save it on disc from the "Click to download" link. 
 
Figure 13. Table opened in Excel 

 

 
Back to top  
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5. Downloading an entire PC-Axis file 
If you want to process an entire table, you can download it in PC-Axis format onto your workstation by clicking the 
"Download entire table in PC-Axis fileformat" link in the table selection (Figure 14). 
You can process the table easily on your computer with the PC-Axis software which can be downloaded for free 
from our PC-Axis support page Products and services / Statistical databases / PC-Axis / Installation. A table edited 
in PC-Axis can also be converted to several other file formats, e.g. Excel or xml. The installation pages also contain 
user instructions. 
N.B.! Recommended operating systems for installation are Windows 98, NT, 2000 or XP. Newer operating systems 

may require administrative rights. 
 
Figure 14. Downloading an entire file - Step 1 

 

 
Once you have installed PC-Axis on your computer, you can open a table in it for further editing, or save it on your 
own workstation by choosing the ñSaveò option (Figure 15). 
You can choose whether to open the file direct in PC-Axis or to save it on disc. 

Please note that the downloading of an entire table onto own workstation is prevented in certain services. The 
reason is that the largest database tables require as much as tens of megabytes of space, which could make them 
difficult to edit on your workstation. 
 
  

http://tilastokeskus.fi/tup/pcaxis/lataus_asennus_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/tup/pcaxis/lataus_asennus_en.html
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Figure 15. Downloading an entire file - Step 2 

 

 
Back to top  
 

6. Figures - statistical graphics 
The selected table can also be viewed as a statistical graph. Although the graphics in StatFin are primarily intended 
for instant illustration of data, quite high quality and even publishable statistical graphs can be produced after some 
experimenting and practice with its different adjusters. 
 

Few tips for producing a graph 
Please note that the designing of the graph must be started at the same time as variables are being selected to the 
table. Too broad or unlimited tables do not translate into proper graphs. Make your database selection by picking 
only - and only - the data you want to include in the graph and try to think in advance about the graph type you 
are making. A good graph is generally based on fairly limited numerical data. If the table does not fit on one browser 
screen, it may already be too large to be examined as a graph of any kind. 
 
ï For instance, it is not worth trying to include more than 6-7 series (variable values) at any one time in a time 

 series graph (line diagram). 
ï If you are making a time series graph, only choose from the values of the time variable the one you wish to 

examine. 
ï Do not select too many values (e.g. all municipalities) of the area variable at any one time. Thus, only tables that 

offer the map option are suitable for municipal comparisons covering the whole country. 
ï For a pie chart, several values should only be selected for one variable and the "Total" value of this variable left 

out. 
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ï For a population pyramid presentation, select the age groups you wish (but not "Age groups, total) and from the  
genders men and women (but not "Genders, total"). 

ï In general, if you wish to compare the values of a certain variable, you should not select the "Total" value of this 
variable. 

 
Otherwise, too, avoid multiple selections from more than two variables. The more hierarchy levels the rows or 
columns of the table contain, the more difficult it is to pivot the table or find the graph type suitable for it presentation. 
 

If the graph does not look as it should, first try out the different graph types and then the "Rotate" function of the 
graph display. If you still could not find a suitable graph, close the graph display and edit the table in the table 
display (Edit and calculate/...). Then produce a new graph from the new table design and try out the different graph 
types again. 
 
After a little experimentation and practice, you will find the most suitable graph design for different kinds of data.  
N.B.! Further information about general guidelines on compiling statistical graphics, the structure and basic concepts 
of statistical graphs, and the selection of type of graph, etc., is available from Statistics Finland's eCourse in 
Statistics. 
 

Editing a graph 
The following example shows how you can select the graph type you prefer by editing the graph. Select a table 
(Figure 16). 
 
Figure 16. Selection of variables 

 

http://tilastokeskus.fi/tup/verkkokoulu/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/tup/verkkokoulu/index_en.html
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Produce a table by selecting variables from the database and then choose from the menu of the table view in the 
browser: Graphs and maps / Graph (Figures 17 and 18). 
 

Figure 17. Table view in browser 

 
 

  
















