
Entrance to education 2018

Share of passers of the matriculation examination left
outside further studies grew further
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, 70 per cent of those who completed the
matriculation examination in the spring semester in 2018 did not continue studies leading to a
qualification or degree in the year of the matriculation examination. Ten per cent of them continued
in university of applied sciences education and 18 per cent in university education. The share
of those left outside further studies among new passers of the matriculation examination has
grown for over 10 years. Eighty-two per cent of passers of the matriculation examination applied
for further studies. Of completers of comprehensive school, 53 per cent immediately continued
in upper secondary general education after comprehensive school and 41 per cent in vocational
education.

Direct transition to further studies of passers of the matriculation
examination in the spring semester 2007–2018, %

The share of those who received a place for further education at a university grew slightly from the previous
year. Because the share of those continuing to vocational and university of applied sciences education
continued to decrease, the number of new passers of the matriculation examination left outside further
education grew by 0.7 percentage points from the previous year. Ten years previously, 20 per cent
immediately continued their studies in university of applied sciences education, when only close on ten
per cent of passers of the matriculation examination did so in 2018.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 12.12.2019
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Passers of the matriculation examination, who did not continue
studies leading to a qualification or degree by gender 2003–2018, %

In recent years, the share of new female passers of the matriculation examination remaining outside further
education has increased more sharply than that of male passers. In 2018, altogether 27 per cent of women
who passed matriculation examination in the spring semester and 35 per cent of male passers immediately
continued their studies, while ten years earlier, the share for both sexes was slightly over 46 per cent. Male
passers of the matriculation examination continued more often than women in university and university
of applied sciences education, 34 per cent of men and 24 per cent of women started tertiary level studies.

Four out of five of those who passed the matriculation examination in the spring semester applied to further
education in the year of the matriculation examination. Eighty-one per cent of new passers of the
matriculation examination in 2018 applied to tertiary education, 82 per cent of women and 80 per cent of
men. Forty-eight per cent of passers of the matriculation examination applied only to university education
and 17 per cent only to university of applied sciences education. Sixteen per cent of new passers of the
matriculation examination applied simultaneously to both university of applied sciences and university
education and 1.2 per cent to upper secondary vocational education.

Many passers of the matriculation examination have a gap year or years
before further studies
Immediate continuation of studies among new passers of the matriculation examination has become more
difficult than in the year before already for over 10 years. Many new passers of the matriculation
examination have to have a gap year or years before finding a place for further studies, even though most
apply to further studies right after passing the matriculation examination.

Entrance to education by passers of the matriculation examination in 20151)

%Did not continue
studies leading to a
qualification or degree

%In Highschool%In Vocational
education

Studying, %Completers of the
matriculation
examination, toltal in
2015

Number
of gab
years

43,813 61547,414 7138,82 73056,231 0581

31,09 62661,018 9318,12 50169,031 0582

27,78 60267,520 9696,61 48772,331 0583

Only education leading to a qualification or degree in Finland included. The examination includes one student place by the highest
level of education.
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When examining the transition of new passers of the matriculation examination (31,058) in 2015 to further
studies by the end of 2016, a place for further studies had been found after one gap year by 56 per cent,
47 per cent had started studies in tertiary education and nine per cent in upper secondary vocational
education. After two gap years most had started further studies. In 2017, sixty-nine per cent studied, 61
per cent in tertiary education and eight per cent in upper secondary vocational education. The share of
those starting studies after three gap years had grown to 72 per cent. The passers of the matriculation
examination in 2015 were less successful in being admitted to further education than the passers of the
matriculation examination in the previous year, see last year’s statistics.

Every tenth of those having started lower tertiary degree studies had
completed a tertiary degree earlier
Themajority of those having started lower tertiary degree studies had an upper secondary level qualification
as their basic education, 79 per cent the matriculation examination, two per cent an upper secondary
vocational qualification and six per cent had both. Every tenth had previously completed a tertiary degree
(also includes post-secondary qualification and vocational tertiary level qualification).

New students by education and prior degree or qualification in 2018,
%

Of those who started daytime programmes in university of applied sciences education, 45 per cent were
passers of the matriculation examination, 27 per cent had completed a vocational qualification and 13 per
cent both the matriculation examination and vocational qualification. Seven per cent of those having started
studies had already completed a tertiary degree. Vocational basic education was more common among
those having started education arranged as multiform studies at universities of applied sciences. Seventeen
per cent had passed the matriculation examination, 34 per cent had completed a vocational qualification
and 19 per cent had completed both. Every fourth had a previously completed tertiary degree as their basic
education.

Close on 60 per cent of students in initial vocational education came straight from comprehensive school.
Twenty-three per cent had completed vocational qualifications previously. Four per cent had passed the
matriculation examination and completed a vocational qualification and eight per cent had passed the
matriculation examination.

More detailed information about the basic education of new students by level of education, field of education
and gender can be found in the database tables.
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Of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school, 53 per cent
continued in upper secondary general education and 41 per cent in vocational
education
There were 58,000 completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school in 2018. Nearly all completers
of the 9th grade of comprehensive school applied immediately to further studies, one per cent did not do
so. Sixty-five per cent of girls applied primarily to upper secondary general school. Of boys, 54 per cent
applied primarily to upper secondary vocational education.

Direct continuation to further studies for completers of
comprehensive school 2008–2018

Ninety-four per cent of completers of comprehensive school continued in education leading to a
qualification. Fifty-three per cent of completers continued in upper secondary general school and 41 per
cent in vocational education. The share of those continuing in vocational education decreased from the
previous year. A total of 1,200 completers of comprehensive school continued in guidance and preparatory
education and 500 in additional education of the comprehensive school (10th grade). Altogether 1,800 of
those having completed comprehensive school remained outside all above-mentioned educations and
1,455 of them were aged under 18.

More detailed information on the application and transition to further studies of completers of comprehensive
school and passers of the matriculation examination can be found in the database tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Direct transition to further studies of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive
school 2000 - 2018

Did not continue
studies leading to
a qualification or
degree or in
guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in additional
education
(10th grade)

Continued studies
in upper secondary
vocational
education

Continued studies
in upper secondary
general education

Completers of 9th
grade of
comprehensive
school

Year of
graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

10,06 621----36,324 05453,735 603100,066 2782000

9,76 187----36,123 07054,334 729100,063 9862001

8,55 208----36,722 58154,833 688100,061 4772002

8,04 839----37,022 48355,133 512100,060 8342003

7,54 769----38,424 37454,134 380100,063 5232004

7,44 666----39,424 92553,333 706100,063 2972005

8,85 798----40,126 37451,133 666100,065 8382006

8,55 535----40,726 54850,833 152100,065 2352007

7,64 897----41,927 10050,632 743100,064 7402008

8,65 510----41,226 42750,232 200100,064 1372009

8,95 710----40,726 15350,432 352100,064 2152010

9,15 762----41,226 06449,631 368100,063 1942011

8,55 160----41,525 36050,030 539100,061 0592012

8,14 798----41,124 51650,830 267100,059 5812013

4,42 5370,74141,268842,124 35751,629 857100,057 8532014

2,71 5901,91 1181,162641,824 33252,530 558100,058 2242015

2,51 4261,69310,843542,524 45952,730 364100,057 6152016

3,11 7641,81 0540,848041,323 87253,030 583100,057 7532017

3,11)1 8172,01 1770,954240,823 65153,130 840100,058 0272018

In total, 0.6 percentage points of completers of comprehensive school who remained outside all education in 2018 were aged
over 17.
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Appendix table 2. Immediate transition for further studies by new passers of the matriculation
examination 2005 - 20181)

Did not continue
studies leading to a
qualification or degree

Continued studies in
university education

Continued studies in
university of applied
sciences education

Continued studies in
upper secondary
vocational education

Completers of the
matriculation
examination

Year of
graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

53,616 36721,96 69120,06 1044,51 381100,030 5432005

53,415 63023,06 73719,25 6314,41 296100,029 2942006

52,315 66822,46 71720,96 2454,41 305100,029 9352007

53,715 71321,46 27320,55 9864,41 290100,029 2622008

55,416 32620,46 01619,55 7454,71 380100,029 4672009

56,116 34820,35 90919,15 5744,41 284100,029 1152010

57,616 77120,15 83817,95 2234,41 283100,029 1152011

58,316 50720,05 65517,44 9244,31 231100,028 3172012

59,817 01319,85 63115,94 5164,61 313100,028 4732013

63,017 74018,75 27813,23 7135,11 448100,028 1792014

64,417 60018,55 06812,03 2815,01 376100,027 3252015

67,218 18117,64 76011,13 0154,11 114100,027 0702016

68,818 68217,74 79710,12 7463,4926100,027 1512017

69,518 94718,34 9979,62 6302,6696100,027 2702018

The table includes the completers of the matriculation examination in the spring semester (1 January to 31 July) of the statistical
reference year.

1)

7



Education 2019

Inquiries
029 551 3678Anna Loukkola

Director in charge:
Jari Tarkoma
 
koulutustilastot@stat.fi
www.stat.fi
Source: Education. Statistics Finland

ISSN 1796-0479Communication and Information Services, Statistics Finland
= Official Statistics of
Finland

tel. +358 29 551 2220
www.stat.fi

ISSN 1799-4527 (pdf)
Publication orders, Edita Publishing Oy
tel. +358 20 450 05
www.editapublishing.fi


