
Special education 2010

Number of pupils transferred to special education
unchanged, small increase in part-time special education
Eight-and-a-half per cent of comprehensive school students, or over 46,700 pupils, had been
transferred to special education in autumn 2010. The share was unchanged from the previous
year. In all, 23.3 per cent of pupils, or 128,700 comprehensive school students received part-time
special education during the 2009-2010 academic year. The number of pupils attending part-time
special education grew by half a percentage point from the previous year. These data derive
from Statistics Finland’s Education Statistics.

Shares of pupils transferred to special education and receiving
part-time special education among all comprehensive school pupils
1995-2010, % 1)

1) Comparable data on part-time special education are available for the 2001-2009 period (year 2009 referring to the 2009-2010
academic year). The numbers of pupils transferred to special education and recipients of part-time special education cannot be
added together because some of the pupils transferred to special education also receive special teaching part-time.

The share of pupils transferred to special education was highest in the region of Päijät-Häme, where it
was 10.5 per cent. The number of pupils transferred to special education was lowest in the region of Åland,
three per cent of pupils. Compared with the number of pupils, the number of pupils receiving part-time
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special teaching was highest in the region of Etelä-Savo, over 27 per cent. No part-time special education
was arranged in the region of Åland.

Altogether 11.5 per cent of boys and 5.5 per cent of girls had been trans-ferred to special education.
Twentyseven per cent of boys and 19 per cent of girls attended part-time special education during the
2009-2010 academic year.

In 2010, 30 per cent of those transferred to special education were fully and 24 per cent partially integrated
into groups attending general education. In all, 32 per cent of those transferred to special education received
teaching in special groups in comprehensive schools and 14 per cent in special schools. Special education
was arranged in general education groups more often than in the previous year. Instead, the number of
pupils studying in special schools and in special groups decreased.

During 2009, a total of 18,300 students in vocational education leading to a qualification received special
teaching. Their number is 1,800 higher than the year before. The share of special students was 6.5 per cent
among all vocational education students and 13.4 per cent among those attending vocational education
aimed at young persons.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Comprehensive school pupils transferred to special education in 1995-2010

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Share of
number
of pupils in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of
number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school, %

In other
comprehensive
school

Share of
number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school, %

In special schoolYear

588 1622,917 0131,06 1421,810 8711995

589 1283,017 8781,16 6081,911 2701996

592 3753,420 0001,48 0992,011 9011997

591 6793,721 8261,79 8242,012 0021998

591 2724,124 3652,112 4812,011 8841999

593 4514,626 9742,615 2042,011 7702000

595 7275,230 8323,319 8461,910 9862001

597 3565,734 0173,923 1681,810 8492002

597 4146,236 8394,426 3781,810 4612003

593 1486,739 7985,029 7551,710 0432004

586 3817,342 7785,633 1151,69 6632005

578 9187,744 6996,236 0421,58 6572006

570 6898,146 0856,637 9161,48 1692007

561 0618,447 2577,039 4501,47 8072008

553 3298,547 1687,240 0791,37 0892009

546 4238,546 7107,339 9941,26 7162010

Appendix table 2. Comprehensive school pupils transferred to special education by place of
provision of special education in 2010

Change
from
previous
year, %

Change
from
previous
year

TotalAdditional
education

Year-
classes 7–9

Year-
classes 1–6

Pre-primary
education

Place of provision
of special
education

2,027513 875405 1798 376280
Teaching fully in a general education
group

1,010811 27376 4474 74277
Teaching partly in a general education
group

–3,1–48915 156855 1459 317609
Special group, other than special
school

–5,2–3526 4061712 5233 449263Special group, special school

–1,0–45846 71030319 29425 8841 229Total

Appendix table 3. Comprehensive school pupils transferred to special education by teaching
arrangements in 2010

Change from
previous year, %

Change from
previous year

TotalAdditional
education

Year-
classes 7–9

Year-
classes 1–6

Pre-primary
education

Teaching
arrangements

1,019620 406556 41813 443490General education curriculum

0,23315 448398 7396 58387Some courses individualised

–6,0–68710 8562094 1375 858652All courses individualised

–1,0–45846 71030319 29425 8841 229Total
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Appendix table 4. Comprehensive school pupils transferred to special education by ground for
decision of acceptance or transfer in 2010

GirlsBoysChange
from
previous
year, %

Change
from
previous
year

TotalAdditiona
education

Year-classes
7–9

Year-classes
1–6

Pre-primary
education

Ground for
decision of
acceptance or
transfer

1 0411 708–10,3–3162 749778591 561252
Severely delayed
development

....–1,0–141 35556395757147

– of whom most
severely
handicapped

2 9484 594–7,1–5757 542703 5143 680278
Slightly delayed
development

2 0285 316–0,9–697 344402 6354 59079

Cerebral
dysfunction,
physical disability or
similar

8994 995–1,9–1155 894332 5823 26811

Emotional
disturbance or
social
maladjustment

2271 155–0,9–121 3821750381547

Learning difficulties
related to autism or
the Asperger's
syndrome

3 2836 5901,31249 873173 5415 923392

Learning difficulties
caused by impaired
linguistic
development
(dysphasia)

96156–10,0–2825298614512Visual impairment

181239–0,9–4420614025024Hearing impairment

3 8647 3905,053711 254345 4345 652134Other reason

14 56732 143–1,0–45846 71030319 29425 8841 229Total

5,511,5..8,523,410,47,59,3

Share of pupils in
comprehensive
school, %

266 257280 166–1,2–6 906546 4231 294186 368345 61513 146

Number of pupils in
comprehensive
school on 20 Sept
2010
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Appendix table 5. Comprehensive school pupils receiving part-time special education in the
academic year 2009-2010 by primary reason for special education1)

GirlsBoysChange
from
previous
year,
%

Change
from
previous
year

TotalAdditional
education

Year-classes
7–9

Year-classes
1–6

Pre-primary
education

Primary reason for
part-time special
education

5 8969 678–5,3–86915 574313813 8621 571Speech disorder

18 26333 951–0,7–39452 214163 69347 843662
Reading or writing
disorder

16 70113 8352,573130 5364310 76219 619112
Learning difficulty in
mathematics

4 8096 906–1,9–22111 715178 9272 7647
Learning difficulty in
foreign languages

1 6735 4384,02727 111143 7383 241118

Difficulties in
adjustment or
emotional disorder

3 8307 67712,21 24911 507295 5305 514434
Other learning
difficulties

51 17277 4850,6768128 65712232 78892 8432 904Total

19,027,3..23,39,717,126,821,8

Compared with
number of pupils in
comprehensive
school, %

269 682283 647–1,4–7 732553 3291 263191 684347 06013 322

Number of pupils in
comprehensive
school on 20 Sept
2009

Data on part-time special education were collected on those pupils in the autumn 2009 having received part-time special education
in the academic year 2009–2010. Each pupil is entered in the table only once according to the primary reason for part-time special
education. The pupils accepted or transferred to special education who received part-time special education in addition to other
special teaching arrangements are also counted as having received part-time special education.

1)

Appendix table 6. Special students in vocational education by place of provision of special education
in 2004-2009

Number of
students in
vocational
education

Share of number
of students
in vocational
education, %

Total1)In other
educational institution
providing vocational education

In special
vocational
institution

Year

In general
education group2)

In special
group

230 8235,412 4518 4011 5572 4932004

243 3985,713 9459 6181 8632 4642005

256 8725,814 91610 7621 6932 4612006

266 4795,815 45811 2791 7182 4612007

275 4986,016 46212 4601 6052 3972008

281 5726,518 26114 0661 6592 5362009

In 2009, of special students 17,550 studied in school type curriculum-based education, 521 in education preparing for a skills
examination and 190 in apprenticeship training.

1)

Includes apprenticeship training and education preparing for a skills examination arranged elsewhere than in special vocational
institutions.

2)
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