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Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2013
According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2013 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 23 per cent, Spanish and French by
16.5 per cent and Russian by 8 per cent of the completers of upper secondary general school
education. The proportions of those having studied other foreign languages remained at three
per cent or below. They also vary considerably between genders in several languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2013

Share of
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.730 1491034630 099English

91.727 719327025 3952 285Swedish

7.12 1537570492 040Finnish

16.44 9682 4451 15977722565French

23.06 9613 1291 2981 216151 303German

8.02 4151 435654874235Russian

0.09530-1Sami

1.54653896214-0Latin

16.65 0303 2091 70699-16Spanish

3.09177082062-1Italian

1.648346061700Other

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, Spanish, French, Russian and other foreign languages had
beenmainly studied as an elective language. A total of 30,231 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2013. 12,855 of the completers were men and 17,376 were women.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 16.12.2013
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In spring 2013, 40 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 33 per
cent of female students and 50 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2013, male

Share of male
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.812 8300001012 820English

91.311 738152011 020701Swedish

7.3941427022888Finnish

8.71 1165312501596170French

20.52 6301 25750243010431German

6.380649919536076Russian

0.05320-0Sami

1.4180144324-0Latin

9.31 19481635319-6Spanish

1.7213153581-1Italian

1.21591543200Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2013, female

Share of female
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.717 3191033617 279English

92.015 981175014 3751 584Swedish

7.01 2123300271 152Finnish

22.23 8521 91490961816395French

24.94 3311 8727967865872German

9.31 609936459514159Russian

0.04210-1Sami

1.62852453010-0Latin

22.13 8362 3931 35380-10Spanish

4.17045551481-0Italian

1.932430631500Other

4



Education 2013

Inquiries
09 1734 3280Irma Suovirta
09 1734 2292Maija Sikanen

Director in charge:
Riitta Harala
koulutustilastot@stat.fi
www.stat.fi
Source: Education. Statistics Finland

ISSN 1796-0479Communication and Information Services, Statistics Finland
= Official Statistics of
Finland

tel. +358 9 1734 2220
www.stat.fi

ISSN 1799-1056 (pdf)
Publication orders, Edita Publishing Oy
tel. +358 20 450 05
www.editapublishing.fi


